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SUBJECT:DOWNED KOREAN AIRLINER 

REF: (A) STATE 104381, (B) SEOUL 3350, (C) MOSCOW 8794 

1. EMBASSY DOES NOT BELIEVE IT WOULD BE THE WISER COURSE, 

AT THIS POINT, TO MAKE PORMAL REQUEST INDICATED BY DEPART- 
MENT (REP A). WHILE SOVIETS HAVE INQUIRED INFORMAL! .Y 
ABOUT U.S. ROLE IN CASE, THEY HAVE NOT CHALLENGED IT AND 
IN PACT HAVE DEMONSTRATED IN PRACTICE THAT THEY DO 
ACCEPT IT (AND IN THIS SINGLE CASE MAY EVEN WELCOME IT). 

AT SAME TIME AS THEY DEAL WITH US ON THE AIRLINE QUESTION 
THEY MUST BE AWARE OF DEEP CONCERN BY PYONGYANG OVER 
POSSIBILITY THAT SOUTH KOREANS MIGHT ATTEMPT TO EXPLOIT 
THE CASE TO GET (AND KEEP) LOOT IN THE SOVIET DOOR. IP 
WE WERE TO PRESENT THE MATTER PORMALLY, UNDER ARTICLE 46 
OP VIENNA CONVENTION, THEY MIGHT BE OBLIGED TO REJECT OUR 
REQUEST ON LEGALISTIC GROUNDS. ARTICLE 46 ITSELP REQUIRES 
PRIOR CONSENT OF RECEIVING STATE, AND SOVIETS NOT ONLY 
HAVE NO DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH ROK BUT DO NOT RECOG- 
NIZE ITS EXISTENCE. WE WOULD NOT WISH TO TAKE AN ACTION 
WHICH COULD COMPLICATE OUR ABILITY TO BE HELPPUL IN THIS 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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CASE. WE WOULD RATHER HOLD NOTE FOR POSSIBLE USE IN 
CONTINGENCY, WHICH WE PRESENTLY VIEW AS UNLIKELY, THAT 
SOVIETS WOULD FORMALLY CHALLENGE OUR AUTHORITY TO ACT ON 
BEHALP OP DETAINED KOREANS. WE REQUEST THEREPORE THAT 
DEPARTMENT CONPINE ITS SUPPORT POR THE PRESENT TO 
EXPRESSION OP OUR CONTINUED INTEREST IN EARLY RET .EASE OP 
THE TWO DETAINED CREWMEN. 
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2. AS FOR KOREAN AIRLINER ITSELE, REE B INDICATES THAT 
PLANE WAS ON LEASE FROM PAN AMERICAN. PAN AMERICAN 
HERE HAS NOT BEEN ABLE TO CONEIRM THIS. WE WOULD 
APPRECIATE CLARIEICATION OE QUESTION OE OWNERSHIP. IN 

ANY CASE, WE BELIEVE THAT RECOVERY OE AIRCRAET ITSELE, WHICH 
WE ASSUME IS ON A FROZEN LAKE WHICH MAY SOON BE MELTING, 

IS A MATTER FOR THE OWNERS AND INSURANCE COMPANIES TO 
HANDLE, WITH OUR SUPPORT WHEN AND IF APPROPRIATE. 

3. CONCERNING THE REMAINING CARGO, WE HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH 
WITH PAN AMERICAN ABOUT ITS TRANSPORT BY COMMERCIAL MEANS 
EROM MURMANSK TO KAL IN PARIS. TOON 


CONEIDENTIAL 
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